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Immigration!

So you’re white and working class in Illinois and you’re sick of crappy wages 
and the taxes that slice off your meager check. You’re sick of having to send your 
kids to the poor public schools or tighten the belt to send your kids to the closest 
private school. You’re pissed that you can’t even leave the face plate on the radio 
in your car when you park because of all the crime in the town. On the radio local 
politicians who have plenty to offer decry the “Immigration Invasion” out one side 
of their mouth and out the other they proclaim their stances against racism.

WHATS HAPPENING TO AMERICA?

The choice isn’t between two political parties or whether we allow immigration or 
not. Political parties are irrelevant as well as our incredibly expensive and equally 
fruitless attempts to limit immigration. The question boils down to who you relate 
to, the white “American” businessman who repossesses your car when you can’t 
make payments and collects the rent on your apartment or the undocumented 
Mexican immigrant who works 80 hours a week for less than minimum wage?

Opportunistic politicians often scapegoat immigrant populations for the suffering 
endured by the American working class. They try to divide the working class by 
race and create a concept of “native” American worker with a set of interests that 
are opposed to those held by the non-“native” workers. Fear of the unknown is 
combined with an ideology that eliminates the class difference between the landlord 
and the tenant to create a movement that opposes rights for immigrants.

IF YOU WANT TO BE HERE THEN PUT UP AND SHUT UP

Why is there an exodus from Mexico and other Central and South American 
countries? Does the fact that so many Mexican and other Latin American people 
want to come to this country prove our country’s superiority? And if they are going 
to have the privilege to be here why should they be complaining?

The major reasons why people flee their countries in search of money to feed their
families have much to do with US foreign policy within our hemisphere. A post 
WWII planning document from the National Security Council declared that the US 
needed to ensure that the hemisphere “fulfill its major function as a source of raw
materials and market.”

Poverty amongst the majority of citizens within the other nations of the hemisphere 
had been all but guaranteed as the US promoted dictator after dictator under the 
pretense of “anti-communism.” From El Salvador to Nicaragua, from Honduras 
to Guatemala the US deterred democracy and ensured a steady flow of resources
away from the people and into the hands of investors and domestic gangsters that 

who file complaints about working conditions and overtime pay with the
Department of Labor must be a priority as well. Increasing the funding for 
regulatory bodies period must be a demand but specifically protecting those who
speak out regardless of immigration status or those organizing a union must be a 
main concern.

Halting the root cause for immigration, poverty of the other countries in our 
hemisphere, must also be addressed. The debt burden upon the developing nations 
must be lifted, as well as IMF prescribed programs that cut social spending and 
poverty reduction programs. Investment agreements must also be renegotiated to 
allow countries to make investment contribute to the reduction of poverty where 
they are located instead of letting the profits solely go back to the US. The US farm
subsidy system must also be totally overhauled to ensure that the benefits aren’t
going to major conglomerates that dump their agricultural products on foreign 
markets crushing rural populations.

Ultimately however, we must unionize our workplaces and work to support 
and include immigrant workers into our labor organizations. Recognizing that 
immigrant workers are not the real enemy is the first step, but it must be followed
by the recognition that the only way to secure gains in living standards is through 
bonding into democratic working class organizations.
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now rule the countries of Central and South America after Reagan’s “Democratic 
Reforms”.

With the failure of the threat of “Global Communism” to rouse dollars from 
Congress and the piling up of rulings against the United States for War Crimes by the 
International Court of Justice in the Hague, the United States turned to a more subtle 
way of guaranteeing resource transfer. 

With the collapse of raw materials prices(the primary exports of all countries 
excluding the US and Canada in the Hemisphere) in the 1970’s, corrupt loans given 
to undemocratic regimes and the 1980’s price collapses of oil Mexico and the Central 
and South American countries found themselves paying billions of dollars in debt 
service to the West. Mexico for example has a public debt that amounts to 51% 
of its GDP. The West through the IMF and the World Bank then forced Structural 
Adjustment Programs (SAPs) upon these nations, forcing cuts in education, health 
care, public transit, public sector jobs, water, etc.

The cycle of poverty has only intensified since the US has signed free trade
agreements such as NAFTA, CAFTA and WTO rounds, allowing the dumping of 
subsidized US agricultural products and thereby destroying the livelihoods of millions 
of subsistence farmers. Since international capital’s restraints were removed, the IMF 
and the World Bank suggest to lure investment these countries must compete with 
each other to have the lowest labor standards and spend the least on social services 
to decrease taxation. Needless to say poverty is the literal prescription for these 
countries, reinforcing the drive to flee and find a better life in America.

So are immigrants, legal and undocumented, really that lucky to be washed into our 
society from the tsunami of generations of an aggressively pro-extortion American 
foreign policy? And should they be forced to conform to “American culture” 
suggested by right-wing radio jockeys?

THE CLOAK OVER THE DAGGER

In their effort to win support for stripping immigrants and undocumented workers of 
their dignity and rights the politicians and their supporters have created a series of 
fabrications to separate the “native” working class from their natural allies from south 
of the border. 

The first of these deceptions includes charge that immigrants come here to milk the
welfare system and use our social services, hence raising the taxes of the average 
“native” worker and having a negative effect on his life. 

Even though the majority of immigrants are poor, they use public assistance less than 
the poor white population.. The only slight difference in use rates for public assistance 

A 2004 AP study found that Mexicans are 
80% more likely to die in workplace accidents which were nearly all preventable

In a 2002 UIC study nearly a third of immigrants in the Chicagoland area were 
reported to work in unsafe conditions with 70% of those reporting unsafe conditions 
being undocumented and of Latin-American origin. Respondents said that they could 
not report the conditions to the authorities due to fears of deportation or retaliation 
from the employer.

Without support from fellow workers and allies outside of the workplace, 
undocumented workers cannot defend themselves from abuse in the workplace 
because of threats of deportation.

UNITE TO WIN

With the working class divided into different immigration statuses and separated by 
participation in the “American culture” it will remain conquered by the classes who 
own the workplaces and the capital. If racist whites continue to alienate immigrant 
and undocumented workers into a subclass that doesn’t even deserve to be in the 
country then their wages will continue to be undercut.

Without any alternative and being ostracized by the rest of society the immigrant 
communities will develop counter stereotypes and will serve to undermine wages of 
the others. Cesar Chavez who led the astonishing rise of the United Farm Workers 
knew that he had to unite “native” workers and immigrant workers to eliminate 
the free pool of workers who would be compelled by poverty to scab for striking 
“natives.”

TIME TO FIGHT BACK

You can fight back very easily by reaching out to people of other races in social
situations, standing up against racism amongst friends, whether it is overt or subtle 
through jokes or comments implying that other races were simply meant for menial 
work. Tell the next person you hear to shut the hell up when he starts running his or 
her mouth about the need to keep Mexicans in their place.

Outside of stopping racism in the social arena (itself a very courageous and political 
statement), action in the traditional political arena is also needed. Be vocal in the 
opposition for the militarization of the border between the US and its neighbors 
because it won’t increase our homeland security or halt illegal immigration but it will 
cost billions of dollars and lead to many more deaths of desperate Mexicans fleeing
their poverty.

Demanding measures to protect the confidentiality immigration status of workers
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is with the Medicaid and SCHIP, both programs that provide healthcare to children 
of working families, making the overall usage rates nearly equivalent. Immigrants 
have slightly higher use rates percentage wise because they are a younger age 
demographic and have more children in their demographic then “native” whites. 
A 1997 government funded study by the National Research Council found that 
immigrants contribute a net 80,000 dollar tax surplus to the “native” citizens over 
their lifetime, flatly contradicting claims made by reactionary anti-immigrant think
tanks like the Center for Immigrant Studies. The report also estimated a 500 billion 
dollar surplus to Social Security due to recent immigration.

Undocumented immigrants contribute even more to the “native taxpayers” 
because they are completely ineligible for any government services except for 
emergency medical room care and primary schooling for their children. Claims 
about undocumented or “illegal” immigrants being a drain on the government 
have no basis and are simply racist fabrications made by intentionally misleading 
or completely ignorant people. In 2003 the Urban Institute released a study that 
estimated virtually every able bodied undocumented male immigrant was working 
with rates surpassing 90%, a much greater proportion than “natives.” A University 
of Illinois Chicago 2002 study found that the vast majority of undocumented 
immigrants in the Chicagoland area (88%) did not even have someone living in 
their household that was legal who was receiving government benefits.

The study also found that 70% of undocumented or illegal immigrants pay income 
tax for services they will never receive. Another study estimated that undocumented 
immigrants paid 547 million dollars in Illinois state tax. A report by the Social 
Security Administration found that undocumented immigrants contributed 6-
7 billion to Social Security and over 200 million dollars to the unemployment 
insurance fund, both programs they cannot access due to their legal status.

As parodied by the South Park episode where raving mobs decried immigrants as 
“Takin’ er Jobs!” the hysteria promoted by supposedly “blue collar” conservatives 
about job loss from immigration is misguided. An analysis of the 2000 census data 
by the American Immigration Law Foundation illustrated that 

“The employment in about one-third of all U.S. job categories would have 
contracted during the 1990s in the absence of recently arrived, noncitizen immigrant 
workers, even if all unemployed U.S.-born workers with recent job experience 
in those categories had been re-employed. Thirteen occupational categories 
collectively would have been short more than 500,000 workers during the 1990s 
without recently arrived noncitizen immigrant employees, even if all unemployed 
natives with recent experience in those categories had been re-employed. Eleven 
job categories would have seen their workforce contract by more than 7 percent 
during the 1990s if recently arrived noncitizens had not been available, even with 
re-employment of experienced natives.”

The 2002 University of Illinois study found that the consumer expenditures of 
the undocumented immigrants in the Chicagoland area created 31,000 jobs and 
contributed 5.45 billion dollars to the gross regional product. The income of 
immigrants is recycled back into the economy through consumption which creates 
more jobs. An increase in the standard of living would lead to greater purchases of 
products and services still produced by “native” Americans, such as better housing, 
better transit, as well as big ticket items such as refrigerators, microwaves etc. hence 
improving the status of “native” workers.

Rallying back to misguided patriotism, many conservative and reactionary 
commentators harp on the myth that most immigrants refuse to learn English 
and don’t want to assimilate into American culture. This myth is the easiest to 
refute because it is built solely on subjective and hearsay evidence. It is a cover 
for the racist attitudes that believe that the English language and the “American” 
culture (forever to be undefined because it is indefinable by nature and is different
to everyone living in America) is superior to every other culture. Over 75% of 
immigrants speak English well within their first ten years of arrival and the demand
for adult ESL classes(English as a Second Languge) far outstrips supply. 

Another fabricated reason why undocumented immigrants should be denied basic 
human rights is that immigration will very soon lead to an “over-population” of 
the United States and deplete all of our resources if immigration is not halted. This 
thesis is a red herring of the real issue, the over consumption by the upper middle 
and upper classes. The 15 nations of the European Union enjoy similar or higher 
standards of living consumed 70.9 percent less fossil fuels and contributed 74.2% 
less greenhouse gasses to the atmosphere, while having a a population 24% higher 
than the United States. 

Logically who do you think contributes more to America’s environmental problems, 
a Waukegan family of undocumented immigrants living below the poverty line 
or the typical Lake Forest suburban family driving four vehicles, half of them 
SUVs, with a 800,000 dollar home filled with unnecessary appliances and other
luxury products? The solution to America’s environmental problems lies not 
within harassing immigrants but with limiting consumption among the wealthiest, 
promoting clean mass transit and alternative energy sources.

THE DAGGER UNDER THE CLOAK: CONSEQUENCES OF RACIST MYTHS

As a result of the lack of support for the undocumented immigrant communities 
they are often exploited by employers who do not feel the need to pay attention to 
laws regarding workplace safety, equitable pay, overtime pay etc. etc. Here are a 
few statistics:
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